
MISSOURI CHAPTER FIVE

MINUTES 

​​​January 7, 2021 MEETING

Meeting called to order by Director Daniel Levasseur at 1805 hours.  There were 20 Legion Riders and one prospective member present per the sign-in sheet at the front desk. 
Chaplain Charlie presented a prayer.

The Pledge of Allegiance and the Legion Riders Preamble were recited.

Roll Call of Officers:

Director Dan Levasseur - present
Assistant Gerald Turnage – present

Secretary Debbie Alderson – present

Treasurer Sherry Faughn – present

Sgt-At-Arms Bill Plate – excused
Chaplain Charlie Lindquist – present

Historian Barbara Turnage – present
Assistant Sgt-At-Arms Cecil Goodin - present
Judge Advocate Richard Derks – present
Webmaster Nancy Bates - present
Safety Office Dave Neighbors - present
The Director introduced new members:

Prospective member – Mike Monteer
Guests: None
December & January birthdays were recognized:

Larry Alderson – December
Tommy Thompson – January 
Secretary’s Report

Debbie Alderson, Secretary, reported the minutes for the December 2020 meeting had not been sent electronically to the members.  It was reported announcements had been made and the Christmas Party was held with everyone having a good time.
MOTION:  Bob Wendell moved the minutes be accepted as presented.  Jim Rosenberg seconded the motion and a unanimous vote carried the motion.

Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer Sherry Faughn reported that we had a balance of $4,485.70 on December 2 with income of $0.00, expenses of $1,063.75 leaving a balance of $3,421.95 on January 7, 2021. Balance in the Legacy Fund - $1,741.90.  Balance in the Fallen Riders Scholarship Fund - 
$2,041.85.
MOTION:  Gary Kempker moved the treasurer’s report be accepted as presented subject to audit.  Jim Rosenberg seconded the motion and a unanimous vote carried the motion.

Safety Officer Report – Dave Neighbors

**Full report can be found at the end of the minutes.

Safety Officer Dave reported there are no planned rides at this time but watch your emails and website for any last minute rides that might be made on any day that is good weather.

Asst. Director’s  Report

Assistant Director Gerald Turnage
	
	Hours
	Dollars
	Miles
	Bikes
	# People

	December 2020
	87
	
	1,135
	32
	35

	Yearly total
	6,918
	5,712
	126,351
	461
	620


Judge Advocate Report

Judge Advocate Richard Derks asked for three volunteers to work on the revisions for the Bylaws.  Volunteers are: Larry Alderson, Dave Neighbors and Jim Rosenberg.
Sgt. At Arms Report

Sgt. At Arms Bill Plate was absent – no report.
Historian Report

Historian Barbara Turnage no report.
Webmaster’s Report

Webmaster Nancy Bates reported she would like to have any pictures that were taken at any events be sent to her for posting on the website.
Chaplain Report
Chaplain Charlie reported MVE has ALR shirts for sale in sizes M, XL, 3XL for $18.50.  Let him know if you are interested.
Message from Chaplain Charlie:

KEYS TO A SUCCESSFUL NEW YEAR

The world defines success in terms of wealth, position, rank and title, influence, power, and fame, among other things. Yet we’ve all seen people that are wealthy, powerful, and famous crash and burn. The Biblical view of success is quite different: success is fulfilling our divinely ordained reason for being.

Here are three keys to success for this New Year.

1. Leave the past behind. We have started a new year – leave last year behind … don’t carry last year into this year – it’s gone. Last year was filled with frustrations and hurt, disappointments, discouragement, pain and suffering. There were some good times, and a lot of bad. That was last year. We are in a new year – get up and get moving! Many will not be successful in the New Year because they are still chained to yesterday!
All of our cars/trucks have a big windshield that allows us to see ahead as we move forward. They also have a small rear view mirror that enables us to glance back from time to time along the way. But we don’t focus our attention in the rear view mirror, or we will crash. We can look back to the past from time to time, but we don’t live there. Live in the future of where God wants you to go.

2. Focus on God – not people.​ Ephesians 2:10 says that “…we are His handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance so we would walk in them.” When you go to lay hold of what God has for you in this coming year, there will be resistance. The enemies of God are waiting for you. They might be wealthy, hold a position of power, have a fancy title, or wield a lot of influence. The only thing that can stop you from getting all of the good things that God has prepared for you – is you!

David didn’t look at Goliath and tremble like everyone else. Why? Because he believed that the battle was God’s. When we focus on God, there is no man that can stop us from claiming what He has prepared for us!

3. Stay anchored in God’s Word. 2Peter 1:3 – “His divine power has given us everything needed for life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness.” The knowledge of God is found in the written word of God. It is there that we discover who God is and what He has prepared for us.

If you apply these three keys, I guarantee you will be successful in fulfilling your divinely ordained reason for being, in the New Year and beyond. AMEN.

Committee Reports:

Sherry Faughn announced the annual Valentine’s Day Dinner & Dance will be held on February 13.  Details are not complete but watch for more to come.  The committee is Jodel Rosenberg, Dena Wendell and Sherry Faughn.  Gary B & the Kool’s will be playing.
Old Business  

None

​New Business
Thank you notes were read from the American Legion Auxiliary Unit 5 and from the family of Dan Sartain.

Director Dan reported cookbook sales are at $1,483.00.  He noted that we received $2400 in sponsorships.  Director Dan presented the money and receipts for postage to mail some of the books to the treasurer.  He also reported to order 50 more it would cost us $462.

MOTION:  Jim Rosenberg made a motion that we pre-sell books before ordering.  Bob Wendell seconded the motion.

After discussion the Motion was withdrawn by Jim Rosenberg.

MOTION:  Sherry Faughn moved we drop any more publications of Volume 1 and move on to Volume 2.  Cecil Goodin seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

It was announced that the following people have passed:

Bob Spencer, Mokane AMVETS

David Cary, Legacy Ride Tail-gunner

Phil Greco, Post 21 Past Commander
Director Dan reminded everyone that the Chapter Challenge is due.  Please forward to Jodel Rosenberg or Dan Levasseur ASAP.

Director Dan announced Post 5 is having a BBQ on January 23 at the Post.  Same menu as always when held at Schulte’s parking lot.  Serving will be from 11-2 with limited seating in the Post.

It was announced that the Post is planning to start serving breakfast on Sunday mornings, starting in February if possible.  Serving will be 8:00 or 9:00 to 11:00 or 12:00.

Everyone was reminded to sell tickets to the American Legion Baseball gun raffle.  The ALR will receive $2.50 per ticket sold by our members.

Discussion was held on having a patch designed for the “Ride the Temp”, done yearly on New Year’s Day if possible.  Chaplain Charlie reported patches made at MVE up to 3.5 inches are $3.50 each.
MOTION:  Bob Wendell made a motion to design a patch for the annual Ride the Temp.  Cecil Goodin seconded the motion.   A verbal vote was held with the motion passing.  At that time a show of hands was requested.  Motion passed 14 for, 5 against.
50/50 raffle

Asst. Sgt. at Arms Cecil Good had Mike Monteer draw the 50/50 raffle ticket.  There was $51/$26 in the raffle and it was won by Rick Derks who donated it back to the Legacy Fund.
A closing prayer was presented by Chaplain Charlie and the meeting adjourned at 1900 hours.

Next meeting will be at Post 5 on Thursday, February 4 at 6:00 pm.
Chapter Five Officers

Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Dan Levasseur
(dan.j.levasseur@gmail.com)
Asst. Director . . . . . . . . . . 
Gerald Turnage
(ggturnage@gmail.com)
Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Debbie Alderson 
(dalderson49@gmail.com)

Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Sherry Faughn
(Faughn.Sherry27@yahoo.com)

Sgt-at-Arms . . . . . . . . . . . .
Bill Plate

(billpl8@yahoo.com)
Chaplain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Charlie Lindquist
(idrawfaces@yahoo.com)

Historian . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Barbara Turnage
(beahappy408@yahoo.com)
Judge Advocate . . . . . . . . .
Rick Derks

(Rick.Derks@gmail.com)
Website:  LegionRidersChapter5.weebly.com

Email to send pics or news for website:  nancyb@ktis.net

(On the website there is an address for the Webmaster)

**Safety Officer Report:

Seven tips to Winter Riding.

1. Wear Correct Motorcycle Gear in a Layering Fashion

Riding comfortably in cold weather begins with correct gear choice, and it’s all about layering. Base Layers (full leg, full sleeve), such as those offered by Under Armour and many motorcycle apparel companies. Even while riding we sweat, and the base layers allow our skin to breath, wicking away moisture. This helps sweat evaporate rather than turning to cold perspiration on the body. I also don socks that wick away moisture.

2. Proper Motorcycle Prep for Winter Riding

The basics needed for cold-weather riding arrives at element protections, such as a huge windscreen, hand guards, and heated grips. There are many aftermarkets available (Hot Grips, Bike Master), and installation is simple.

Also, if your bike is water-cooled, make sure the antifreeze is fresh (should be changed yearly anyway), and it’s mixed properly. Also make sure all hoses are in great shape. Nothing can be more devastating than a busted radiator or hose when miles away from home. 

3. Cold Weather Equals Colder Tires

It’s that simple – cold weather means colder tires. And as everyone should now, cold tires equate to limited traction. Riding helps increase heat in the tire, but even the briefest stop can quickly cool the tires down, providing lack of traction.

Also, make sure you have adequate tread on your tires for winter riding. Penny pinching on tires is about as stupid as penny pinching on the quality of a motorcycle helmet, and this is truer-than-ever in winter-motorcycling scenarios. It may snow, and you’ll need to channel water/snow more than ever on wet roads that are cold.

And check your tire pressure. This is more than crucial during the winter months when optimal traction is needed.

4. Watch for Salt, Fresh Cracks due to Plows and Black Ice

Salt is not only an enemy to metal, but also traction. Treat salt like ice; if you see crystallized appearances on the side of the road, stay away. 

Also remember that those plow trucks destroy roads, causing new cracks, sometimes huge and able to chew up rims. Once again remember to run correct tire pressure; you don’t want to bend a rim or pinch a tube.

And black ice. If it even remotely looks like ice, stay away.

While on the subject of salt, remember that motorcycles weren’t designed for winter riding. Whenever the sun is out and the roads are clear, give the bike a thorough wash to free it off as much salt as possible. This is a great time to further inspect your bike.

5. Increase Visibility and Following Distance

While riding in the winter, increase your visibility and space. Increasing visibility simply means looking further down the road, helping you recognize hazards before they occur. Increased visibility allows you to react to a potential threat well in advanced, and this is more than needed in winter when traction is limited from the cold roads. My rule of thumb is always looking 15 seconds ahead.

As for following distance, open it up. I maintain a few car lengths of space ahead of me, allowing me to react to hazards, such as cars ahead stopping, or being able to see something on the road.

6. Have a Motorcycle-Specific Towing Service

Accidents happen, and are more likely to happen in cold-weather riding due to, once again, lack of traction. Make sure you have a towing service that is readily available; nothing can get a rider out of the sport faster than wasting a few hundred miles on a tow.

A fateful member of the American Motorcyclist Association, I have the organizations Roadside Assistance. And the best part? It arrives as a comp with my yearly membership. The AMA’s Roadside Service Company’s usually tow motorcycles, too, so there’s a better chance your bike won’t end up on its side atop some flatbed.

7. Don’t be a Dummy; If Snow Starts Falling, Get Home

The title says it all. If it begins snowing, get home. The white stuff can accumulate quickly, providing the slickest conditions.

Keep an eye on the forecasts, and if there’s even a threat of major snow, keep the bike home. Or buy a kit to create some studded snow tires. In controlled environments, riding on snow/ice can become quite an addiction. Plus, it’ll allow you to further build skill for riding in normal weather. Riding in the winter can be challenging, but these tips will allow motorcyclists to garner more miles throughout colder months.


